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FREE WEBINAR RESOURCES AVAILABLE FROM SBDC

What is an SBDC Webinar
Watch Party?

We know it can be challenging to watch a webinar
on your own and walk away with practical, ready-
to-use takeaways. Periodically, Brenham | Wash-
ington County Economic Development will host a
watch party using one of the pre-recorded webi-
nars in the Small Business Development Center
library.

Most of these sessions are FREE and are curated
by experts in their respected fields. Watching in a
group setting not only makes the experience more
engaging, it also gives you the chance to discuss
the material afterward.

This type of interaction helps the information be-
come more meaningful and memorable. In May,
we hosted three watch parties (see below).

3 Ways to Start A Business—A very thoughtful
webinar that challenges you to consider your idea
against your risk tolerance, your available time and
resources.

Success Through E-Commerce—Understanding e-
commerce platforms and how they work with your
website along with how to set-up your store. You
are then shown how to launch your store and max-
imize your profits over time.

Cottage Food Laws Update- (Created March 2026)
Very informative webinar that talks about the lat-
est changes to the Cottage Food Laws including
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what foods are now allowed, compliance issues
including the new revenue cap and the addition
of wholesale selling.

You can access these webinars and many more,
along with other resources, on the SBDC website
here: sbdc.uh.edu. Once you are on the site,
create an account for FREE. Then click on Train-
ing and you can choose the webinar resources
you’d like to see.

Follow us on Facebook at BrenhamWashCoE-
coDev to get information on the upcoming Webi-
nar Watch Parties. We always serve refresh-
ments, and we’d love to hear your suggestions
for future topics.

Reach out at (979) 337-7237




SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER
TEXAS GULF COAST NETWORK
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The Small Business Development Center helps small busi-
nesses start, grow and succeed. If you need advice,
schedule a business advising session with the local Blinn
College SBDC here in Brenham by calling (979) 830-4137
or sending an email to sbdc@blinn.edu.

SBDC also offers training in person and via webinars for
convenience. Some upcoming webinar topics include:

Texas Sales and Use Tax

Using YouTube to Grow Your Business

3 Ways to Start a Business

How To Expand Your Restaurant Business
How to Start a Business Without Any Money
Grants for Small Business...and much more!
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Visit SBDC.UH.EDU for more info.
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The Brenham City Council declared May of 2026
as Small Business Month, and to promote that,
events were held throughout the City and Wash-
ington County.

In collaboration with SBDC—BIlinn and the Wash-
ington County Chamber of Commerce, Brenham
| Washington County Economic Development
organized a variety of events and also showcased
events that were already happening on behalf of
businesses in Washington County. Many of the
events were well attended and it gave us the

opportunity to show support for our ever growing

small business community.

Our small business owners are the backbone of
Washington County, and we are grateful for all they
do to make our community attractive and inviting to
residents and visitors.

(Pictured above: Matthew Wehring, Small Business
Development Center (Blinn), Jamie Rankin, Wash-
ington County Chamber of Commerce, Teresa
Rosales, Brenham | Washington County Economic
Development and Mayor Atwood Kenjura.




DOWNTOWN GRANTS

Last Fall, the Brenham City Council approved the creation of
the Life Safety Grant, a reimbursable matching grant pro-
gram. Communication from the downtown property owners
indicated that many of them were cost constrained when
attempting to add development features related to ADA and/
or Life Safety Improvements.

The initial budget allocation was $120,000 with a maximum
of $60,000 per grant awarded. Two properties qualified
based on parameters set and the hope is that further funding
will continue to support improvements downtown.

All properties applying for the grant must be located in the
Downtown District.

Objectives
I: Development of vacant
second & third stories
Z- Encourage repair of
vacant, under-utilized
buildings
3: Encourage private

Investment

4: Stimulate additional
business

5: Promote code
compliance

Main Street Brenham continues to offer their two signature
grants.

The Fagade & Sign Reimbursement Grant Programs helps en-
hance Brenham’s unique downtown character through
historic preservation. The grant aims to keep commercial
storefronts aesthetically appealing, attracting more custom-

ers and preserving Brenham’s charm

The Facgade Incentive Reimbursement Grant focuses on
exterior improvements only to storefronts for buildings locat-
ed within the district, provided that the work has not already
started.

The Sign Reimbursement Grant is specifically for signage and
can cover items like signboards and pedestrian signage,
including window/door signs, hanging signs, and awning/
canopy signs for commercial buildings located in the Down-
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Information about all three grants, including the
downloadable applications, is available on the website
DowntownBrenham.com under the About tab.




SMALL BUSINESSES: THE HEARTBEAT OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

When we think about what makes Washington
County a special place to live, work, and raise a
family, it's often the small businesses that come to
mind first.

From locally owned restaurants and retail shops to
professional services, manufacturers, tradespeo-
ple, and agricultural enterprises, small businesses
are woven into the fabric of our community. They
sponsor our youth sports teams, support local
nonprofits, contribute to community events, and
create the unique character that residents and visi-
tors alike have come to appreciate.

According to the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion, small businesses account for the overwhelm-
ing majority of businesses across the country and
serve as a critical engine of job creation and inno-
vation. Here in Washington County, they are much
more than economic contributors—they are our
neighbors, friends, and community leaders.

Every purchase made at a local business has a rip-
ple effect. Local businesses purchase goods and
services from other local businesses, employ local
residents, and reinvest in the community. When
we choose to shop, dine, and do business locally,
we help strengthen the economic foundation that
supports our schools, infrastructure, public ser-
vices, and quality of life.

Small businesses also play an important role in fos-
tering entrepreneurship. Many of today's success-
ful companies began as a simple idea pursued by
someone willing to take a risk. By supporting small
businesses, we encourage innovation and create
opportunities for future generations of entrepre-
neurs.

While large corporations often capture headlines,
it is important to recognize that small businesses
face unique challenges. Rising costs, workforce
shortages, regulatory requirements, and rapidly
changing technology require business owners to
constantly adapt. Their resilience and determina-
tion deserve our appreciation and support.

As a community, there are many ways we can
help:

e Shop locally whenever possible.

e Leave positive online reviews.

e Recommend local businesses to friends and

family.
e Attend community events and business
promotions.

e Support new entrepreneurs as they launch
e and grow.
e Engage with local businesses on social media.

Economic development is not just about
attracting new businesses; it is also about helping
existing businesses succeed. When our local busi-
nesses thrive, Washington County thrives.

The next time you need a product or service, con-
sider starting with a local business. Your support
helps preserve the entrepreneurial spirit that
makes our community strong and ensures that
Washington County remains a vibrant place for
generations to come.

Together, let's celebrate and support the small
businesses that help make Washington County
extraordinary.

CHAMBER

Washinoon Cours
Chamber

(ONNECT afle

F@UR

SPONSORED BY:
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DAY: THURSDAY, JUNE 11
TIME: 4- 6 PM

WHERE: BRENHAM MEMORIAL CHAPEL
2300 STRINGER ST.
BRENHAM, TX 77833

BEVERAGES SPONSORED BY
MIKE HOPKINS DISTRIBUTING




2026 Housing Update—Washington County (thru April 2026)

Washington County
Housing Report  April 2026
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What Can Our Startup
Community Do for You?

1MillionCups is a free, nationwide program
DRI E )RR R designed to educate, engage and accelerate early-

A S stage startups. Drop in on our community of
innovators and entrepreneurship enthusiasts to
connectl!
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HYBRID
CLUB

TOASTMASTERS

INTERNATIONAL

WHERE LEADERS ARE MADE
Unlock your leadership potential

¢ Build strong leadership skills
¢ Develop better speaking & presentation

skills
e Gain self-confidence
¢ Boost your ability to collaborate & inspire

Meetings are Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 pm
Brenham Police Dept Community Room
1800 Longwood Dr., Brenham TX 77833.

Questions or to RSVP, text
(713) 204-5678

You must RSVP to get the ZOOM link

Economic Development Partner

Washington County

Chamber

Brenhamlexas.com

As President & CEO of the Washington County Cham-
ber of Commerce, | am continually reminded that the
strength of our community lies in the partnerships
that unite us. Economic Development is not the re-
sponsibility of a single organization. It is the result of
businesses, local governments, educational institu-
tions, healthcare providers, nonprofits, and commu-
nity leaders working together toward a shared vision
for our future.

Washington County continues to demonstrate the
gualities that make communities thrive: a strong
workforce, exceptional quality of life, entrepreneurial
spirit, and a commitment to preserving the character
that makes this region so special. While growth and
development present opportunities, they also re-
quire thoughtful planning and collaboration. That is

why the Chamber values its partnership with
Brenham | Washington County Economic De-
velopment and the many stakeholders dedicat-
ed to creating a prosperous future for our re-
gion.

As we look ahead, our focus remains on sup-
porting local businesses, fostering leadership
development, advocating for a business-
friendly environment, and strengthening the
connections that make our community resili-
ent. Together, we are building more than a
strong economy. We are creating opportunities
for future generations to live, work, and suc-
ceed right here in Washington County.

Thank you for your continued investment in
our community and the partnerships that make
progress possible.

Jamie Rankin
President & CEO
Washington County Chamber of Commerce
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DFW’s 90's country powerhouse playing the
{ era’s biggest hits.
®BRENHAM Brenham Nursing and

NATIONAL BANK Rehcbnlrtatlon Center
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FLASHPOINT

Bringing an electrifying mix of rock, disco, and Top
40 hits to keep the dance floor packed.
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A SURE THING

From soulful grooves to funk, it’s an energetic
journey through the best of the 50s to now.
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BAND LINE-UP

WWW. BrenhamED com @BrenhamWashCoEcoDev @BrenhamED
in
WWW. WashCoTXJobs com  @brenham_washco_edo Brenham-Washington County
Brenham | Washington County Quarterly Newsletter
E ic Devel t
conomicC vevelropmen * Summer, 2026
TABLE OF CONTENTS
What is an SBDC Webinar Watch Party .....ccccccceeeeevercerceeseeeeeescseeseeseene 1
Small Business Month SUCCEeSS.............coiiiiiiiii e 2
1D 1007028 10 ) 4% o N5 =1 0 1 3
Small Business: The Heartbeat of Washington County .......ccccceeevcerccriennnee 4
2026 Housing Update - Washington COUNTY .....cccccceecereercerrerseeseerersessenneens 5
LY 150 o 0 0 o1 S 6
Toastmasters and Partner Update .......ccoeccevveeceevieenervesseeeseeeee s s 7
HOT NightS COOl TUNES.....cceereirerirerer ettt 8




